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June Birthdays:     June Anniversaries: 

02 Patience Thomas    05 Steve and Terry Eckart 
08 Breanna Hayes    16 Delbert and Sandy Runge 
08 Melody Thomas    20 Pastor David and Christi McMinn 
11 Darcie McCaffrey    29 Don and Mary Wilson 
18 Sam Cathcart 
28 Gary Hillis 
 
 

� If you do not see your special date listed please inform Pastor McMinn or email a note to 
pastor@sothlutheran.org. 

 
 

 
 

����Prayer TreePrayer TreePrayer TreePrayer Tree    
An updated prayer list is provided weekly in the service bulletin announcements. Shepherd of the Hills 

Lutheran Church is a congregation of prayer. Please call with your prayer requests. 
Church Office 931-815-7684 

Pastor McMinn cell 931-303-2439 or home 931-432-1177 
� 

 “What does this mean?” 

For an informational course or refresher course on Lutheran doctrine please speak with Pastor 
McMinn about course opportunities. 

� 

Volunteer Calendar 

Please remember to sign up on the volunteer calendar located in the parish hall for any time 
that you can volunteer to help out with the building cleaning, yard maintenance, and/or Sunday 

morning refreshments. 
� 

Website Information: www. sothlutheran.org  
Webmaster: Michael Kelley. 

� 

Flower Chart 

If you would like to sponsor Chancel Flowers for a Sunday service, please sign up on the 
Flower Chart that is located in the parish hall. In so doing, your commitment is to prepay 

$25.00 for the arrangement. (Payment may be in the form of cash or check, checks being made 
out to the church. Please specify to the church treasurer that you are paying for a flower 

arrangement so that it will be properly posted on your giving statement.) The flower 
arrangement will be delivered to the church. 
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Reformation Relevance: Jesus sweetens even death 
blogs.lcms.org/2017/jesus-sweetens-even-death 

 
5/25/2017 
 
In 1519, Martin Luther’s great prince, Elector Frederick the Wise, became so ill that it was 

feared he might die. The court chaplain, George Spalatin, asked Luther to write something 

comforting for the elector. The result was Luther’s “Fourteen Consolations” of 1520, from 

which this month’s “Reformation Relevance” excerpt is taken. — Editor 

There is nothing, not even death, that his passion cannot sweeten. … 

How does this come to pass? Surely, it comes to pass when you hear that Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, has by his most holy touch consecrated and hallowed all sufferings, even death itself, has 
blessed the curse, and has glorified shame and enriched poverty so that death is now a door to 
life, the curse a fount of blessing, and shame the mother of glory. How, then, can you be so 
hardhearted and ungrateful as not to long for and love all manner of sufferings now that these 
have been touched and bathed by Christ’s pure and holy flesh and blood and thus have become 
holy, harmless, wholesome, blessed, and full of joy for you? 

For if Christ by the touch of his most innocent flesh has hallowed all waters, yes, even all 
creation, through baptism, how much more has he by the same touch of his most innocent 
flesh and blood sanctified every form of death, all suffering and loss, every curse and shame 
for the baptism of the Spirit, or the baptism of blood! Of this baptism of suffering he says in 
Luke 12 [:50], “I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how I am constrained until it is 
accomplished!” Here you see how he is constrained, how he pants and thirsts to sanctify 
sufferings and death and to make them things to be loved, for he saw how we stand in fear of 
sufferings, how we tremble and shrink from death. Therefore, as a godly pastor and faithful 
physician, he hastens to set limits to this our evil, and is impatient to die and by his touch to 
commend suffering and evil to us. Thus the death of a Christian is now to be regarded as the 
bronze serpent of Moses [Num. 21:8-9], which in all respects has the appearance of a serpent, 
yet is completely without life, motion, venom, and sting. Though in the eyes of the unwise the 
righteous seem to die, they are at peace [Wisd. of Sol. 3:2-3]. In death we are like all other 
men: the outward mode of our dying is not unlike that of others, except the thing itself is 
different, since for us death is dead. In like manner, all our sufferings are like the sufferings of 
others, but only in appearance. In reality, our sufferings are the beginning of our freedom as 
our death is the beginning of life. It is this which Christ says in John 8 [:51], “Whoever will 
keep my word shall never see death.” How shall he not see it? Because in his death he enters 
upon life, so that because of the life that he sees he is not able to see death. Here the night 
shines as the day [Ps. 139:12], since the dawning life is brighter than the waning death. This is 
assured not for the unbelievers, but for all who believe in Christ. 
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If you kiss, caress, and embrace as sweetest relics the robe of Christ, the vessels, the water 
jugs, and anything Christ touched or used or hallowed by his touch, why will you not much 
more rather love, embrace, and kiss the pain and evils of this world, the disgrace and shame 
which he not only hallowed by his touch but sprinkled and blessed with his most holy blood, 
yes, even embraced with a willing heart and with supreme, constraining love? The more so, 
since for you there are far greater merits, rewards, and blessings in these sufferings than in 
those relics. In them victory over death, hell, and all sins is offered to you, but in those relics 
nothing at all. 

Oh, if we could only see the heart of Christ as he was suspended from the cross, anguishing to 
make death contemptible and dead for us. How fervently and cheerfully he embraced death 
and pain for us timid souls who are horrified by death and pain! How willingly he first drank 
this cup for us sick ones, so that we might not shrink from drinking it after him! In his 
resurrection we see that nothing evil befell him, in fact, only the greatest good. If we could see 
this, then undoubtedly that precious myrrh dropping from Christ’s lips and commended by his 
words would be sweet and appealing to us, even as the fragrance and beauty of the lilies. Thus 
St. Peter says in I Peter 4 [:1], “Since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with that 
thought.” St. Paul says in Hebrews 12 [:3], “Consider him who endured such hostility from 
sinners against himself, so that you may not be weary or fainthearted.” 

___________________ 

Excerpted from Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Devotional Writings I, ed. Jaroslav Jan 
Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald and Helmut T. Lehmann, Vol. 42 (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
©1999), 141-43. Used with permission. 

© 2003-2017  
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
All Rights Reserved. 

 

From the ACELC:  Milwaukee? Can Anything Good 

Come from Milwaukee? (Part 2 of ?) 

  

Why yes, yes it can. In addition to all the things I mentioned in the last installment 
(Milwaukee itself, the unseasonably pleasant weather, the blessing of receiving 
Christ’s Word in daily worship, the blessing of meeting up with old friends and 
making new friends, etc.), I should have also mentioned the lovely evening hosted 
by Concordia University, Wisconsin, on their beautiful campus. See the Part I of 
this installment here. 
  
But again, from the perspective of the mission of the ACELC (simply put: 
eventually to go away because our voice is no longer needed), there were some 
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positive things which happened in Milwaukee this summer. One such positive 
thing involved the Synod’s affirmation that the use of laymen in ongoing Word 
and Sacrament ministry is contrary to Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions. 
  
In Milwaukee, by a margin of 809 to 277 the Synod, in Convention, 
passed Resolution 13-02A, “To Regularize Status of Licensed Lay Deacons 
Involved in Word and Sacrament Ministry.” The resolution is long, detailed, 
complicated, and sometimes, perhaps, confusing. And, as the saying goes, “The 
devil is in the details.” It remains to be seen just how this resolution will be 
implemented. But to this author at least, it seems that this resolution is a 
significant step in the right direction. 
  
The resolution included the following “whereases” and “resolved” (among many, 
many others): 
  
Whereas, the Scriptures and Confessions also teach that Christ established an 
office that is distinct from the priesthood of believers (the Office of the Public 
Ministry) for teaching and nurturing His royal priests by means of preaching the 
Gospel and administering the Sacraments (I Cor. 12:29; Rom. 10:15; James 3:1; 
AC XIV; see also Walther’s Church and Ministry/Office); and 
 
Whereas, The royal priesthood and the Office of the Public Ministry are to have a 
complementary and not a competitive or conflicted relationship; and 
 
Whereas, In its history, the Lutheran Church has always maintained the divine 
requirement (de jure divino) of the Office of the Public Ministry, while it has in 
many and various ways prepared men for the Office of the Public Ministry, since 
the manner of preparation for the office is by human arrangement (de jure 

humano); and 
 
Whereas, The Lutheran Church has always ensured, on the basis of Scripture: (1) 
that men who are to serve in the Office of Public Ministry are examined as to their 
doctrine and life; (2) that the congregations they serve willingly call them into 
service; and (3) that the wider church (other churches in fellowship with the 
congregation) also affirms them as fellow ministers of the Word and Sacraments 
(see Acts 1:15-26; Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5; see also Tr 24, 26, 67-70); 
and 
 
Whereas, The rite of ordination, although not a divine institution (Church and 

Ministry, Ministry Thesis VI), is the apostolic custom by which Lutherans have 
designated and publicly acknowledged a man as a minister of Word and 
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Sacrament, that is, as one who is in the Office of the Public Ministry and 
recognized by the wider fellowship as a fellow minister (Ap XIII 11–13); and… 
 
Resolved, That the LCMS, while mindful of the need for continued conversation 
within the church, affirm the theological framework of the “2013 Resolution 4-
06A Task Force Report, ”namely, that a right calling to the Office of Public 
Ministry requires that a man be properly prepared and examined regarding 
doctrine and life, be called by the congregation (or ministry) where he is to serve, 
and publicly appointed in a way so that the entire church fellowship recognizes 
the validity of his service (Acts 13:1-3; 14:21-23; II Tim. 2:24-26; Titus 1:5)... 
 
While there will be plenty of room for discussion (and probably disagreement) on 
the details of how Resolution 13-02A will (or should) be implemented, what the 
resolution does is clearly state that it is not in keeping with Holy Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions for us to authorize lay persons to continue in regular, 
ongoing Word and Sacrament ministry – laymen acting as pastors without the 
benefit of the pastoral office. 
 
This resolution reaffirms what we have believed, taught, and confessed in 
Augsburg Confession Article XIV and also puts helpful flesh on the bones of the 
often-controverted confessional phrase: “regularly called” (ordentlichen Beruf; 
rite vocatus). 
 
Yes, good things came from Milwaukee this past summer. I am thankful for 
Resolution 13-02A – that it reestablishes the theological foundation for our 
practice of the public teaching/preaching and administration of the Sacraments 
among us. From that foundation, we should be able to formulate and establish 
practices which are faithful to Scripture and the Confessions and which take into 
account the varied and often challenging situations in which some of our 
congregations find themselves. 
 
Rev. Daniel L. Freeman 
Pastor, Peace Evangelical Lutheran, UAC, Chehalis, WA 
Vice-Chairman, ACELC 
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A Boat with Billowed Sail 

Posted on May 22, 2017 by Rev. Paul R. Harris  
http://blog.trinityaustin.com/2017/05/22/a-boat-with-billowed-sail/ 
 
Whether it’s Peter, Paul, and Mary’s 1963 “Puff the Magic Dragon,” or the 1977 – rather 
annoying – song by Styx “Come Sail Away” or the 1980 – less annoying – song by 
Christopher Cross “Sail Away”, images of the sea captivate. But this is not about the sea but 
about a synod. 

A church denomination of any size is like a British Man of War. There are numerous sails in 
the rigging designed to catch the slightest hint of a wind. You just think you know what the 
doldrums are, and if you don’t look it up, you’ll not understand why they put as many sails as 
they could in the air. 

A church denomination, either intentionally or unintentionally, has many sails unfurled that 
can catch every gust, breeze, or gale of the spirit of the age. The Synod’s health plans, 
retirement plans, her bank (Church Extension Fund) and now her credit union, as well as her 
providing military chaplains and immigration and refugee services are a few of the many sails 
LCMS, Inc. has aloft. 

You saw her catch the wind when LCMS headquarters glommed on to the ice bucket 
challenge. You feel the huff and puff of the spirit of the age when St. Louis seminary 
encourages your church to have a “watch party” for their Call service. (Why not call it Draft 
Day and billow with the winds coming off the NFL draft?) You heard her catch a gale when 
then President Kieschnick being interviewed after 911 was caught off guard by the interviewer 
asking him if he could say that all those dying in the attack were going to heaven, and if he 
couldn’t say that how was he different than the Muslims who attacked us? The Synod’s sails 
billow with the fresh winds of the spirit of the age every time we amend, edit, or color our way 
of thinking, speaking, or doing, so as to not offend the age. 

An individual pastor or church really doesn’t have that many sails in the air. I’m a dingy with 
one sail. It’s easy for me not to catch the spirit of this age as it blows about me. In an 
emergency, I can just lower my one sail. Church bodies have many sails to lower and they 
can’t, won’t, or don’t lower them quickly. 

Lutheranism has historically been divided by those who would fill their sails with the 
American spirit, and those who confessed against it. The LCMS – and before her the ALC – 
tries to stand between the two positions. Historically, all you can say taking this position will 
get you is blown away. The moderate ALC was blown right into the far left LCA which really 
had been blown into the spirit of the age by the tropical force winds radiating from the General 
Synod and her Definite Platform of 1855: a true hurricane of a blow that the Good Ship LCMS 
weathered. 

Read the book Uncertain Saints. This 1975 book outlines the moderating influence of the 
Lutheran Layman’s League from its earliest beginnings circa 1917, and describes how our 
sails get set to catch the spirit of the age: Laymen increasingly find our theology at odds with 
the society around them. In time, some older pastors see that our ship is lagging behind 



 8  

without the spirit of the age billowing our sails. Then new leaders arise who approach things 
from a different perspective. “The result was usually a theology or a ‘theologization’ 
depending on one’s perspective, of moderate lay practice. In the twentieth century, this 
happened repeatedly on one question after another in lay life” (Graebner, Alan, 117-118). 

After the syncretistic, unionistic prayer service in Yankee Stadium, after Rev. Wallace Schultz 
was pitched overboard off Lutheran Hour Ministries for doing his job as second vice president, 
I called their headquarters and asked them about this. Here’s what their official spokesman 
said to me: “We have no official position on that prayer service.” Can you see the sails 
billowing? 

It is going to take incredible faithfulness, integrity, and courage for the LCMS to drop her sails 
and risk languishing in the doldrums as the spirit of our age passes by. Individuals even at the 
synodical level may have all three, but the institution does not. She is giving every indication 
that her sails are fully unfurled: her desire to open (again) an office in the nation’s capital, her 
allowing the taking of the name Lutheran off of churches and universities. She is following the 
“Lutheran” organizations who have set forth full sail already. Thrivent for Lutherans is now 
Thrivent; Lutheran Social Services of the South is now Upbring. 

Lincoln said that public sentiment is everything. “With public sentiment, nothing can fail, 
without it nothing can succeed” (Speaking of Homosexuality, 89). Everyone knows the public 
sentiment on climate change, recycling, women, and LGBTQ issues. If the LCMS completes 
her journey to that egalitarian land where women are ordained, she will quickly fall to this 
issue too. She has already passed the waypoints of women’s suffrage, girl acolytes, women 
ushers, readers, and communion assistants. I don’t see how any denomination who has caught 
all these winds of this age can fail to be driven by them unto the rocks of women’s ordination 
and LGBTQ-ism. My personal opinion is that this will happen at latest in the lifetime of the 
generation below the Baby Boomers. 

In the song, Puff the dragon ceases to go with Jackie Paper on a boat with billowed sail 
because Jackie no longer believes in him. Let us not stop believing in the dragon, the serpent, 
the old evil foe. He exists and it is his breath you feel in the spirit of the age. 

 

 

Beyond Race 
Posted on December 26, 2012 by Rev. Paul R. Harris  
http://blog.trinityaustin.com/2012/12/26/beyond-race/ 
 
In 1989 tennis player Michael Chang won the French Open.  The crowd cheered the Chinese-
American player until…. 

The crowd cheered the young man as he held high his hard-won trophy in front of TV cameras 
until he publicly thanked “the Lord Jesus Christ” for his victory.  Some in the crowd went 
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silent, but others whistled, booed, and hooted (“Thanking Jesus gets too Specific for fans,” 
Kate DeSmet, The Detroit News, July 1, 1989). 

Well America is not that far fallen; perhaps were farther.  When “The Voice” contestant 
Trevin Hunte was asked to say a few words before he was to find out if he was leaving the 
show, he simply said, “I’d like to thank my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for getting me this 
far.”  I didn’t hear any boo’s or gasps or even an appreciable lack of cheering.  He didn’t get 
kicked off the show that week. I certainly thought he would the next week for what columnist 
Kate DeSmet identified in 1989 as the public faux pas of thanking the wrong person for the 
victory.  But he didn’t. 

So maybe we are not as far gone as a country as I thought, but then again maybe were farther 
gone than I ever thought. Jamie Foxx at the Soul Train Music Awards November 8, 2012 came 
out to a wildly cheering audience saying that it’s like church in here.  Then he went on to 
comment: “first of all giving honor to God and our Lord and Savior Barack Obama.” Not only 
was there no quieting of the crowd or audible booing, there was even louder and more raucous 
cheering. 

You know where this is all going to fall out?  On race:  “I am opposed to what Foxx said 
because he is black and I am white.”  Interestingly enough at the 1989 French Open virtually 
all the spectators were white and the athlete was not, and it was a black man on “The Voice” 
who openly, boldly thanked his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on national TV.  This is not a 
black and white issue.  This is faith versus unbelief; praising versus blaspheming.  It’s 
cheering one and booing the other, and let me tell you: it matters which one you do what to. 

 

 

Getting Your Head Around It 
Posted on December 17, 2012 by Rev. Paul R. Harris  
http://blog.trinityaustin.com/2012/12/17/getting-your-head-around-it/ 
 
I’m not sure we ought to be able to get our head around a person killing others at random and 
then killing himself.  Mad dogs are mad.  Fallen humans are fallen and there is no bottom to 
which they can fall other than hell.  And that bottom is in the next life not this one.  Neither 
should we think this is the farthest anyone has ever fallen.  In 1927 in Bath Township, 
Michigan a man blew up a school killing 38 elementary school children. 

To be sure sin is at the root of this madness.  Not just the shooter’s sin but mine, yours, ours.  
“The Devil,” says Jesus, “is a liar and a murderer from the beginning.”  He is behind every 
murderous Cain and all of us who lie to cover it up. 

What did we expect a society would produce that schools kids that all this is here because of 
random chance?  Did we think meaningful and purposeful lives would be produced by telling 
kids they come from randomness and only the fittest have the right to survive? 
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We expected, and have gotten, a greater respect for animals by telling kids we are no better 
than animals; they have just as much right to life as we do.  Actually, we’ve told them the 
animals have more.  Humans have a right and a legitimate choice to kill unborn people, but 
drowning puppies or killing kittens is an inexcusable abomination.  We don’t dare expose our 
kids to these facts of rural life, and yet we think the pro-abortion mantras they hear have no 
effect.  We don’t think the fact that America aborts a town the size of Newtown (27,000) about 
every eight days has any impact on kids.  We don’t think living with such madness produces 
mad people. 

By the time you’re twenty in this country, the feminist mantras have also been drummed into 
you.  Not only are men and women interchangeable but there is no reason that women and 
children should be first before you or protected by you. All of the victims were women or 
children. I predicted such crimes against women and children in my 1997 book on feminism. 

Last but certainly not least, the materialist creed that is common to evolution and the scientism 
that passes for science these days, says there is nothing but this.  There is no afterlife to look 
forward too [Except after a tragedy like this and then everyone who has died tragically is 
expected to have gone to the heaven that is denied the rest of the time.].  And neither is there 
any fear that there might just be something beyond death where you will be held accountable 
for the things you’ve done in this life.  If there is nothing beyond this, nothing can seem 
preferable to the pain you feel in the present life.  If there is no future reckoning, there is one 
less leash by which a mad dog can potentially be tethered. 

In connection with this story we’re probably going to be told yet again that bullying is the root 
of all evil. Gun control could have prevented this tragedy.  And the killer was off his meds.  
This conventional wisdom will mask these facts: 1) Kids have been bullied since the Fall and 
most grow up just fine.  2) In the 1950s and earlier kids in rural America had more access to 
guns and even had them in their cars and trucks at school, but I don’t know of one school 
shooting prior to the 60s.  3) The problem is never linked to going on the drugs in the first 
place and, more importantly, it is never, ever linked to the drug itself.  Even though these 
drugs caution that they might increase thoughts of harming yourself or others.  Big pharma is 
never blamed; the munitions industry is always blamed. 

We should all remember this community in our prayers not only as we do with every Lord’s 
Prayer we pray but with special prayers.  But once more, as has been the paradigm sense 9/11, 
this horrible, gut wrenching, earthly tragedy, is going to lead to breaking down the “walls” of 
doctrine, confession, and truth.  And the only God who can help in time of pain, sorrow, grief, 
need, God in Christ, will be obscured.  But people who attend such joint prayer services will 
feel better; they will feel better apart from the true God.  They will not have gotten their head 
around what happened, but something more spiritually dangerous even than what happened 
will have crawled into their head. 

Of course, at Christmastime everything tragic seems more so.  One can’t help but think of 
King Herod ruthlessly slaughtering the children.  Though it happened a couple of years after 
Christmas, the Church has always associated it with the birth of Christ.  Based on the 
population then, some scholars have said that about the same number of children were 
slaughtered in Bethlehem as were slaughtered in Newtown.  The goal of Satan then as now is 
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to rob us of Christ.  He failed both times.  Christ survives and crushes him, and all in Christ 
not only survive but thrive.  This too is not something we can get our head around. 

 

From Friday Church News Notes: 

(From Pastor McMinn: Friday Church News is a Fundamentalist Baptist publication.  We 
obviously cannot agree with everything they believe theologically.  This material is presented 
to you as information as to the state of the world from their perspective, much of which we are 
in agreement.) 

BONO AND U2 LEAD AUDIENCE IN SO-CALLED “GOSPEL 

SONG” (Friday Church News Notes, June 2, 2017, www.wayoflife.org, 
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In a memorial for the victims of an Islamic 
bombing at a rock concert in Manchester, England, Bono and the rock band U2 led a 
Jimmy Kimmel Live audience in the song “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking 
For.” Bono introduced it as “a gospel song with a restless spirit,” and when toward the 
end he encouraged the audience to “take it to church now,” the crowd stood up and 
“happily joined in on the gospel performance” (“U2 Turns Whole Audience into 
Gospel Choir,” Christian Post, May 26, 2017). Bono is a certified evangelical hero in 
spite of the fact (or more likely because of the fact) that his profession of faith in 
Christ is a confused mess when measured biblically. His gospel is a social gospel and 
his life doesn’t back up a Christian profession. Consider the song “I Still Haven’t found 
What I’m Looking For.” It says, “You broke the bonds and you loosed the chains, 
carried the cross of my shame,” but it nowhere says who did that or what that means. 
The context of the song appears to be about romance rather than Calvary. It even 
includes vulgar lyrics about making love to a girl. Further, the main theme is “I still 
haven’t found what I’m looking for,” which is repeated eight times. That is not the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. That is anti-gospel. Bono’s song is not a gospel song according 
the gospel Paul preached by divine inspiration in the epistle to the Romans. Bono’s 
song says nothing about sin or God’s holy wrath against sin or Christ dying and 
shedding His blood as an atonement for sin or the resurrection or repentance and 
saving faith. Those who find the biblical gospel do not continue to say, “I haven’t 
found what I’m looking for.” They have found what they were looking for and far, far 
more in the glorious Person of Christ. They have passed from death unto life, from 
darkness unto light. They have abandoned the broad way for the narrow path of truth 
and righteousness. They are no longer of the world even as Christ is no longer of the 
world. By all accounts, Bono has done none of that and doesn’t understand what it 
means. His gospel is a merging of the sensual with the spiritual, and that is Antichrist. 
As recently as 2008 Fox News reported that Bono and rocker friend Simon Carmody 
partied with teenage girls on a yacht in St. Tropez. The report, which was 
accompanied by a photo of Bono holding two bikini-clad teenagers on his lap at a bar, 
said, “Bono, Carmody and the girls partied into the night on the yacht.” In 2006, Bono 
said: “I recently read in one of St. Paul’s letters where it describes all of the fruits of 
the spirit, and I had none of them” (“Enough Rope with Andrew Denton,” March 13, 
2006). In a lengthy interview with the filthy magazine Rolling Stone, Bono said that 
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he dislikes the label “born again Christian” and doesn’t go to church. He said, “I’m a 
very, very bad advertisement for God” (U2: The Rolling Stone Files). His gospel is a 
social justice gospel which aims for salvation of society (with taxpayer money, not his 
own money), but there is no salvation for the eternal soul. (For more on this see “The 
Rock Group U2” at www.wayoflife.org.) 

 
 

MARK DRISCOLL SAYS MANY CATHOLICS “LOVE JESUS” 
(Friday Church News Notes, June 2, 2017, www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
866-295-4143) - Mark Driscoll, former pastor of the Mars Hill Church in Seattle who 
is back in full-time ministry, says many Roman Catholics “love Jesus.” On May 23, in 
a weekly forum called “Ask Pastor Mark,” Driscoll posed the following question 
submitted by a viewer: “I recently had a Catholic friend ask me whose interpretation 
of Scripture is right? Is it the Lutheran pastor, the Baptist pastor, the Presbyterian 
pastor, or the Catholic church?” Driscoll replied as follows: “It’s important when it 
comes to Catholicism to understand that they believe in one God three Persons, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, the Trinity. They believe in the virgin birth, the sinless life, the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. So a lot of the things I would call the closed-
hand big issues, we agree as Protestants with the Catholics. I am a Protestant; there 
are other issues I would disagree with my Catholic friends on, but I don’t have time in 
this brief video to get into it. ... There are some Catholics that know and love Jesus. I 
wasn’t one of them growing up. It wasn’t the church’s fault, it was mine. I just wasn’t 
interested. My mom was a born again, Jesus loving practicing Catholic. I just want to 
state that clearly, because sometimes people will want to take Catholics and put them 
over into some category like they are a cult or another religion, which I don’t believe is 
the case.” This is an extremely misguided, dangerous reply to a very important 
question. Driscoll gave zero warning about Rome’s wretched heresies that clearly 
identify her as a false religion: a sacramental gospel, church tradition equal in 
authority to Scripture, the blasphemy of the mass, mariolatry, papal supremacy, the 
saints, purgatory, etc. It is impossible to believe what Rome teaches in the Second 
Vatican Council proclamations and the New Catholic Catechism and be saved. If 
anyone has gotten saved in the Catholic church, it was in spite of her teaching and not 
because of it, and God’s Word forbids His people to yoke together with false Christians 
and unbelievers, so it would be impossible to stay in the Catholic church and be in 
God’s will. “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away” (2 Timothy 3:5). “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).  
 

 

SHRIMP-GOBY SYMBIOSIS (Friday Church News Notes, June 2, 2017, 
www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -The snapping shrimp and a 
fish called the goby have an amazing symbiotic relationship. “The snapping shrimp 
has very poor eyesight, while the goby has excellent eyesight. Both share the same 
burrow, which is dug by the shrimp and guarded by the goby. The shrimp uses the 
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goby as a blind person uses a Seeing Eye dog. Whenever the shrimp is outside its 
burrow, it always keeps one antenna on the goby. The shrimp stays hidden inside the 
burrow if the goby should temporarily swim away. When danger approaches, the goby 
signals and disappears inside the burrow. The shrimp is right behind him. Neither the 
goby nor the shrimp can survive without each other, so pairs are established for life 
when both goby and shrimp are very young. In order for this system to work, both 
goby and shrimp reproductive systems, which differ greatly, are synchronized so that 
shrimp and goby youngsters are ready to pair at the same time. The goby relies on the 
safety of the complex tunnel system the shrimp digs. The shrimp is well designed for 
digging. Once a tunnel is started, the shrimp can dig a burrow large enough for both 
itself and the goby within a few hours. Each of its five pairs of legs is specialized. The 
first pair of claws is designed for carrying sediment out of the burrow. The second pair 
of legs is designed to probe for and clean objects as well as scratching sediment from 
walls. Pairs three, four and five are walking legs that also work well for scratching 
material from tunnel walls. On its abdomen, the shrimp has several appendages that 
allow it to move rapidly to protection. Other appendages can create water currents 
that shift sand back from the digging site. The snapping shrimp, which is less than two 
inches long, can dig a system of tunnels covering several square feet within a few days. 
The burrow will have several entrances, as much as four feet apart. All lead to a 
chamber at the deepest point of the system” (“Seeing Eye Fish” and “Digging Is A 
Snap,” Creation Moments, June 23 and June 24, 2011; from Y. Yanagisawa, “Strange 
Seabed Fellows,” Natural History, August 1990, p. 46). 
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Chef John's Grilled Garlic and Herb Shrimp 

 

• Prep 12 m, Cook 4 m, Ready In 3 h  

Recipe By:Chef John 
 
"This grilled garlic and herb shrimp recipe is very easy, IF you can just walk out into the 
backyard, and pick a handful of your own fresh, green sprigs. However, these are so amazingly 
delicious, if you don't have a garden, then do splurge and buy a bunch of all the herbs. And get 
the extra large shrimp so they can grill longer and get maximum caramelization." 

Ingredients 

• 1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt  
• 1/2 teaspoon lemon zest  
• 3 cloves garlic, thinly sliced  
• 3 tablespoons chopped fresh basil leaves  
• 3 tablespoons chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley  
• 1 tablespoon chopped fresh oregano leaves  
• 1 tablespoon chopped fresh lemon thyme leaves  
• 4 tablespoons olive oil, divided, or as needed  
• 2 pounds extra large shrimp (16-20), peeled and deveined, tail left on  

• skewers  
• Sauce:  
• 1 tablespoon olive oil  
• 1/2 lemon, juiced  
• 1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes  
• 1 pinch cayenne pepper  
• salt and ground black pepper to taste  
• 1 lemon, cut into wedges  

Directions 

1. Place salt, lemon zest, and 3 cloves garlic in bowl of a mortar and pestle. Pound with 
the pestle until mixture begins to form a paste, about 2 minutes. Add chopped basil, 
parsley, oregano, and thyme and pound with pestle until mixture begin to come 
together, about 5 minutes. 

2. Drizzle about 1 tablespoon of the olive oil into herb mixture. Grind together until 
mixture begins to form a sauce for marinating, about 1 minute. Pour in the remaining 3 
tablespoons olive oil. Stir mixture with a spoon until mixture is thoroughly combined, 
adding additional olive oil as needed. Mixture should be fairly thick but pourable. 

3. Place shrimp in a large bowl and mix in about 2/3 of the sauce, reserving 1/3 for 
serving. Stir until shrimp are evenly coated with the sauce, about 2 minutes. Transfer 
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shrimp to a resealable plastic bag. Refrigerate 2 to 3 hours. Cover and refrigerate 
remaining sauce. 

4. Preheat an outdoor grill for high heat and lightly oil the grate. 
5. Thread shrimp onto skewers (pierce each twice, once through large part of shrimp, 

once through small part). Place skewers on hot grill. Cook on each side until shrimp are 
bright pink and opaque and exterior is beginning to caramelize, 2 to 3 minutes per side. 
Transfer skewers to serving platter. 

6. Pour remaining sauce into mixing bowl. Whisk in 1 tablespoon olive oil, lemon juice, 
red pepper flakes, cayenne pepper, salt and black pepper. Spoon sauce over shrimp. 
Serve with lemon wedges. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2017 Allrecipes.com  
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Baron's Blackberry Cobbler 

 

• Prep 15 m, Cook, 55 m, Ready In 1 h 10 m  

Recipe By:Baron 
 
"Easy blackberry cobbler. My father-in-law grows huge blackberries and always has tons. I 
tried a number of recipes and none really hit the spot. So created this one and it worked so well 
that my fiance said it was the best she had ever had. Serve warm with heavy or whipped 
cream." 

Ingredients 

• 1/2 cup white sugar  
• 2 tablespoons cornstarch  
• 6 cups fresh blackberries  
• 1/4 cup melted butter  
• 2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour  
• 1 1/2 cups white sugar  

• 1 tablespoon baking powder  
• 1 teaspoon salt  
• 2 cups milk  
• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract  
• 1/4 cup melted butter  
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Directions 

1. Preheat an oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly oil a 9x13-inch baking dish. 
Whisk 1/2 cup sugar with the cornstarch in a small bowl; set aside. 

2. Place the blackberries into a mixing bowl, and drizzle with 1/4 cup of melted butter. 
Sprinkle with the cornstarch mixture, and toss to evenly coat. Spread the berries into 
the prepared baking dish. In a separate bowl, whisk together the flour, 1 1/2 cup sugar, 
baking powder, and salt until evenly blended. Stir in the milk, vanilla extract, and 1/4 
cup melted butter until combined but still slightly lumpy. Pour the batter over the 
berries. 

3. Bake in the preheated oven until the berries are tender and the crust is golden brown, 
55 minutes to an hour. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2017 Allrecipes.com  
Printed From Allrecipes.com 6/8/2017  

 


